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terioration of the situation in the Middle East, The confrontation
in the Middle East, in fact, provided the Soviet Union with a
perfect opportunity to crush the rebellion which was accomplish-
ed about the same time as the Anglo-French forces moved into
the Suez Canal area on 4 and 5 November 1956. Having smashed
the Hungarian rebellion, the Soviet Union intervened in the Suez
crisis in a dramatic way by indicating her intention to send "volun-
teers" to fight for Egypt and by threatening Britain, France and
Israel with missile warfare if they did not withdraw from Egypt.
Whether or not the Soviet threat would have been carried out i*
conjectural, but it served as a sobering influence on the three
countries. Although President Eisenhower quickly warned Russia
that such action would lead to American retaliation, Soviet
Union's maneuver succeeded in emphasizing that she would not
abandon the Arab states and would fight for them, if necessary,
while the United States would not. But some competent observers
believed that the Russians were, in fact, bluffing.72 The question
whether the Russians really intended to send "volunteers" to fight
in Egypt and blast London, Paris and Tel Aviv with missiles if
they did not stop the war immediately is, as I have pointed out
above, conjectural. Soviet timing, however, makes it appear as if
"the threats were made only after it was virtually certain that
there would be no need to follow them up with military actions".73
Thus it was only after it had become clear that the United States
would not intervene in the Suez crisis did the Soviet Union send
threatening letters to Great Britain, France and Israel indicating
her resolve to use force to destroy them unless they terminated
72 After the June 1967 Arab-Israeli War, Israeli leaders declared that
their fear of Russian threat during the 1956 Suez Crisis was a gross mis-
calculation on their part. They are now convinced that the Russians were
then bluffing. See David Kimche & Dan Bawly, The Sandstorm, London,
1968, p. 285.
*3Laqueur, USSR and Middle East, lln., p. 239.
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